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Deficiency symptoms of essential elements: 

 When the supply of essential element becomes limited, plant 

growth is retarded the concentration of essential element below which 

plant growth is retarded is termed as Critical concentration. In the 

absence of certain elements plants show morphological changes, these 

are indicative of deficiency and are called as Deficiency symptoms. 

Deficiency is mainly due to, 

1. Lack of element in soil. 

2. Mobility of elements in plants. 

 

Some common deficiencies in plants: 

Chlorosis – yellowing of leaves. 

N, K, Mg, S, Fe, Mn, Zn & Mo. 

Necrosis: 
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 Death of tissue Ca, Cu, K, Mg. 

Inhibition of cell division: 

Mo, N, K, S. 

Delaying of flowering: 

 S, N, Mo. 


