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CHAPTER 10

   Circles

Number of tangents from a point on a circle:

The number of tangents drawn from a point to a circle 

depends upon the position of the point with respect to the 

circle.

Case I:

If the point lies inside the circle:

No tangent can be drawn because any line passing 

through the point, which intersect the circle at 2 points.
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Case II:

If the point lies on the circle:

In this case, there exist only one tangent at the point of contact.

Case III:

If the point lies outside of the circle:

In this case, two tangents can be drawn from the externally 

point ‘P’. i.e. PT1 and PT2.
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