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Cau.: natha sarmbhudhanu bharmjanihara, hoihi keu eka dasa tumhara.
ayasu kaha kahia kina mohi, suni risai bole muni kohi.l.
sevaku so jo Kkarai sevakai, ari karani kari karia larai.
sunahu rama jehi sivadhanu tora, sahasabahu sama so ripu mora.2.

s0 bilagau bihai samaja, na ta mare jaihahi saba raja.
suni muni bacanalakhana musukane, bole  parasudharahi  apamane.3.
bahu  dhanuhi tori  larikdi, kabahi na asi risa kinhi gosai.

ehi' dhanu para mamata kehi hetd, suni risai kaha bhrgukulaketu.4.

“My lord, it must be some one of your servants who has broken the bow. of Siva.
What is your command? Why not tell me?" At this the furious sage was all the more
incensed, and said, “A servant is he who does service; having played the role of an
enemy, one should give battle, Listen. O Rama; whoever has broken Siva’s bow is my
enemy no less than the thousand-armed Kartavirya. Let him stand apart, leaving this
assembly; or else everyone of these kings shall be slain.” Hearing the sage’s words
Laksmana smiled and said insulting Parasurama (the wielder of an axe), ‘I have broken
many a small bow in my childhood; but you never grew so angry, my lord. Why should
you be so fond of this particular bow?" At this the Chief of Bhrgu's race burst out in
a fury:— (1—4)
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Do.. re nrpa balaka kala basa bolata tohi na sabhara,
dhanuhi sama tipurari dhanu bidita sakala samsara.271.
“O young prince, being in the grip of death you have no control over your

speech. Would you compare to a small bow. the mighty. bow of Siva, that is known
throughout the world?” (271)
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Cau.: lakhana kaha hdsi hamaré jana, sunahu deva saba dhanusa samana.
ka chati labhu juna dhanu toré, dekha rama nayana ke bhoré.1.

chuata tuta raghupatihu na dosu, muni binu kaja karia kata rosu.
bole citai parasu ki ora, re satha sunehi subhau na mora.2.
balaku boli badhau nahi tohi, kevala muni jaRa janahi mohi.
bala brahmacari  ati kohi, bisva bidita chatriyakula drohi.3.
bhujabala bhumi bhipa binu kinhi, bipula bara mahidevanha dinhi.
sahasabahu  bhuja chedanihara, parasu  biloku = mahipakumara.4.

Said Laksmana with a smile, “Listen, holy Sir: to my mind all bows are alike. What
gain or loss can there be in the breaking of a worn-out bow ?” Sri Rama mistook it for
a new one;-and at His very touch it broke in two; the Lord of Raghus, therefore, was not
to blame for it either. Why, then, be angry, reverend sir, for no cause?” Casting a glance
at his axe, Parasurama replied, “O foolish child, have you never heard of my temper ?
| slay you not because, as | say, you are a child yet; do you take me for a mere
anchorite, O dullard? I'have been a celibate from my very boyhood, but also an irascible
one; and | am known throughout the world as a sworn enemy of the Ksatriya race. By
the might of my arm | made the earth kingless and bestowed it time after time upon the
Brahmanas. Look at this axe, which lopped off the arms of Sahasrabahu (the thousand-
armed Kartavirya), O youthful prince. (1—4)
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Do.: matu pitahi jani socabasa karasi mahisakisora,
garbhanha ke arbhaka dalana parasu mora ati ghora.272.

‘Do. not bring woe to your parents, O princely lad, My most cruel axe has
exterminated even unborn offspring in the womb.” (272)
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Cau.: bihasi lakhanu bole mrdu bani, aho munisu maha bhatamani.
puni puni mohi dekhava kuthard, cahata uRavana phuki pahara.1.
iha kumhaRabatiya kou nahi, je tarajani dekhi mari jahi.
dekhi kutharu sarasana bana, mai kachu kaha sahita abhimana.2.
bhrgusuta samujhi janeu biloki, jo kachu kahahu sahau risa roki.
sura mahisura harijana aru gai, hamaré kula inha para na surai.d.
badhé papu  apakirati  haré, maratahi pa paria  tumharé.
koti kulisa sama bacanu tumhara, byartha dharahu dhanu bana kuthara.4.

Laksmana smilingly retorted in a mild tone, “Ah, the great sage considers himself

an extraordinary warrior! He flaunts his axe before me again and again, as if he would
blow away a mountain with a mere puff of breath. Here there is no pumpkin in the bud
that would wither away as soon as an index finger is raised against it. It was only when
| saw you armed with an axe and a bow and arrows that | spoke with some pride. Now
that | understand you are a descendant of Bhrgu and perceive a sacred thread on your
person, | suppress my anger and put up with whatever you say. In our family valour is
never shown against gods, the Brahmanas, devotees of Sri Hari and the cow; for by
killing any of these we incur sin while a defeat at their hands will bring disrepute on us.
We should throw ourselves at your feet even if you strike us. Every word of yours'is as
incisive as millions of thunderbolts; the bow and arrows and the axe are, therefore; an
unnecessary burden to you. (1—4)
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Do.: jo biloki anucita kaheu chamahu mahamuni dhira,
suni sarosa bhrgubarmsamani bole gira gabhira.273.
‘Pardon me, O great and illumined hermit, if | have said anything unseemly at the

sight of your weapons.” Hearing this, the jewel of Bhrgu's race furiously rejoined in a
deep voice:— (273)
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kausika sunahu mamda yahu balaku,
bhanu bamsa rakesa kalarnku,
kala kavalu hoihi chana méhi,
tumha hatakahu jau cahahu ubara,
lakhana kaheu muni sujasu tumhara,
apane muha tumha &pani karani,
naht samtosu ta puni kachu kahaha,
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kutila kalabasa nija kula ghalaku.
nipata niramkusa abudha asamko.1.
kahai  pukari khori mohi nahi.
Kahi pratapu balu rosu hamara.2.
tumhahi achata ko baranai para.
bara aneka bhati bahu barani.3.
jani risa roki dusaha dukha sahahu.

birabrati tumha dhira achobha, gari deta na pavahu sobha.d.

“Listen, O Visvamitra: this boy. is stupid and perverse. He is in the grip of death
himself and will bring destruction on his whole family. A dark spot on the moon-like solar
race, he is utterly unruly, senseless and reckless. The very next moment he shall find
himselfin the jaws of death; |'proclaim it at the top of my voice and none should blame
me for it. Forbid himif you would save him, telling him:of my glory, might and fury.” Said
Laksmana; “Holy: sir, S0 long as you live who else can expatiate on your bright glory ?
With your own lips. you have recounted your exploits in diverse ways more than once.
If you are not yet satisfied, tell us something more; do not undergo a severe trial by

putting any restraint upon your anger. You have assumed the role of a hero and are
resolute and imperturbable; it is unbecoming of you to pour abuses. (1—4)
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bidyamana rana pai ripu kayara kathah! pratapu.274.

‘Heroes perform valiant deeds in fight, but never indulge in self-advertisement.
Finding before them a foe in battle, it is cowards who boast of their own glory.” (274)
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Cau.: tumha tau kalu haka janu lava, bara bara mohi lagi bolava.
sunata lakhana ke bacana kathora, parasu sudhari dhareu kara ghora.1.
aba jani dei dosu mohi logu, katubadi balaku badhajogu.
bala biloki bahuta mal baca, aba yahu maranihara bha $aca.2.
kausika kaha chamia aparadhu, bala dosa guna ganahi na sadhu.
khara kuthara mai akaruna kohi, agé aparadhi gurudrohi.3.

utara deta choRau binu maré, kevala kausika sila tumharé.
na ta ehi kati kuthara kathoré, gurahi urina hoteu $rama thoré.4.

do— TE A FI Fh W GT| AW AW WiE ST Srewraril
i

“You seem to have Death at your beck and call and summon him again and
again for my sake!” Hearing Laksmana's harsh words Parasurama closed his hand
upon his terrible axe. “After this let no one blame me; this sharp-tongued boy deserves
his death. | have spared him long on account of his being a child; he is now surely
going to die.” Said Visvamitra, “Pardon his offence; holy men take no notice of the
merits and demerits of a child.” “Sharp-edged is my axe, while | am pitiless and furious;
and hererstands before me an offender and an enemy of my Guru. Even though he
gives a retort, | spare his life solely out of regard for you, O Visvamitra. Or else,
hacking him to pieces with this cruel axe, | would have easily repaid the debt | have
owed to my Guru." (1—4)
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Do.: gadhisunu kaha hrdaya hasi munihi hariarai sujha,
ayamaya khaRa na Ukhamaya ajahuna bujha abujha.275.

Said Gadhi's son (Visvamitra) smiling within himself,"Everything looks green to the
sage (Parasurama); it is, however, the steel sword that he is faced with and not with
sugar extracted from a sugar-cane (that one could easily quip). It is a pity that he does
not understand and still persists in his ignorance. (279)
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Cau.: kaheu lakhana muni silu tumhara, ko nahi jana bidita samsara.
mata pitahi urina bhae niké, gura rinu raha socu baRa jiké.1.
so janu hamarehi mathe kaRha, dina cali gae byaja baRa baRha.
aba ania byavaharia boli, turata deu maf thaili  kholi.2.
suni katu bacana kuthara sudhara, haya haya saba sabha pukara.
bhrgubara parasu dekhavahu mobhi, bipra bicari bacau nrpadrohi.3.
mile na kabahu subhata rana gaRhe, dvija devata gharahi ke baRhe.
anucita kahi saba loga pukare, raghupati sayanahi lakhanu nevare.4.

Said Laksmana, “Is there anyone, O good sage, who is not aware of your gentle
disposition, so well known throughout the world? You have fully paid the debt you owed
to your parents;t the only debt which now remains to be paid by you is the one you owe
to your Guru, and that has been vexing your mind not a little. It looks as if you had
incurred the debt on our account; and since a considerable time has now elapsed a
heavy interest has accumulated thereon. Now you get the creditor here and | will at once
rapay. him from my own purse.” Hearing these sarcastic remarks Parasurama grasped
his axe and the whole assembly cried “Alack ! Alack !!" “ O chief of Bhrgus, you are still
threatening me with your axe; but | am sparing you only because | hold you to be a
Brahmana, O enemy of princes. You have never met champions staunch in fight; You
have grownimportant inyour own little home, O holy Brahmana.” Everyone exclaimed, “This
is wholly undesirable!” The Lord of Raghus now becked Laksmana to stop.  (1—4)
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baRhata dekhi jala sama bacana bole raghukulabhanu.276.

Perceiving the flames of Parasurama’s passion grow with the pouring of oblation
in the form of Laksmana's rejoinder, the Sun of Raghu's race spoke words like
water. (276)
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