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INTRODUCTION TO THE POEM

16™" century devotional poet, Surdas composed

and sang songs about Lord Krishna. According to

a legend, once Surdas dreamt of Lord Krishna
calling him to Braj Bhumi, after which his life
changed. He met his guru Shri Vallabhacharya
who asked him to dedicate his life to Lord
Krishna. Thereafter, Surdas stayed in Braj
Bhumi for the rest of his life and composed
thousands of Krishna bhajans.

The beautiful songs of Surdas are a window to
his soul. He loved Lord Krishna dearly and
wanted nothing but his union. He developed an
affinity for music while listening to groups of
singers that passed by his house. Surdas had
visual impairement. Surdas was among those
saints in that era who preferred devotion and
love over ritualistic worship as a means to
connect with the Divine. Every evening, Surdas
composed a bhajan upon visiting the Krishna
temple. Every day, the composition included



phrases that correctly described the
alankaram(attire) of the Krishna murthy(deity).

Surdas popularised the belief that even
householders could achieve salvation, the kind
that was assumed to be only limited to ascetics.
His songs often talk about the love between Lord
Krishna and Radha, and Lord Krishna's playful
acts as a child. He also sang praises for Lord
Krishna and about the love he had for him.

Most songs of Surdas, are about stories of Lord
Krishna's life. Ripe with vivid imagery, the verses
will awe you and bring a smile to your face.

One of Surdas’s most popular songs describes
an incident when Krishna playfully tells Mother
Yasodha that he is innocent every time she
accuses him of stealing butter. The song, Maiya
Mori Mein NahiMaakhanKhayo( My mother, | did
not eat the butter) has been rendered several
times by popular singers and is one of the
favorite bhajans of Krishna devotees.

Yet, in another song, Surdas sincerely requests
Krishna to erase imperfections(negative
thoughts) from his mind. He goes on to say that
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Lord Krishna is equanimity and requests him to
take him under his shelter.

Irrespective of their tonality, Surdas’s
compositions will evoke the same love and
warmth in you with which they were originally
composed.

AL

One day Krishna leaves Brindavan without
informing his Gopis. They are all sad missing
Krishna. They send message to Krishna. Now
Krishna is the king of Mathura. Instead of
coming himself to Brindavan, he sends one of
his trusted minister Uddav to console and pacify
the Gopis. Uddav is proud of his knowledge and
is ignorant about Love. Krishna sends Uddav to
Brindavan with the sole purpose of breaking his
pride and realise importance of true love.

Uddav enters Brindavan in the royal chariot.
Seeing a royal chariot all the Gopis rush to
receive their beloved Krishna. Alas, they don't
find Krishna, but his minister. At that very
moment a honeybee buzz over them. Instead of



directly addressing the minister of their woes,
these gopis talk to the honeybee(3#R) in Hindi.

Thereby the name %N .

In each of these poems Surdas describes the
plight of the Gopis in the absence of Lord
Krishna and their love and devotion to him.
Uddav argument to seek Knowledge goes in
waste. Listen to the arguments put forth by the
Gopis.

ICTH o e “FIATR” H Hebfeld HAIINT H INTURIT
&1 T UisT ot <<k Toham TIT § | 09T TS 2T & ol AT pov
&h AT HEQA ol dTel 35d G INTARIZN 5 a7 IroTt H
30 gEl 1 ged TUR Sergar feam & 31T oot & ufa
371 UH e fhaTt |

HATIN & FIGTH P TIH HTeh¥eh 3R FAYI TTATE |
HICTH 1 I T &1 e GATIRN TUT 3HH FI H
T ol Saoid AT fe@rs &ar e | Ry arfec &
HAIINA oh AT cdd I3 e IATRI UG 3=T7 [ Ers el
od |



HHAIN TEcl & STUDI Y TIATE | SHA TG JaEAT
L U Tl T Il 3R 37T HTIAT3AT ol TRIF0T & oIl 9T
HHI T 3eAch FY YROT A & | TG AT 3 3704
Il 1 U 3 Tl g5 YT P ForsTel H T HE |
HATINT T HATER 5T UPR ¢ |

oy & FAHTUT TR HNHTOT ITRTH oh HIY AL UG &
3R &H Pl AR P YA ATAT TUAT Bl Heb i & | T&l
HUSA 31T QT & Tl T Peall AT bl ST Sefeh Y hr
HTABTRON T ST & | POUT AT 37af A Mol L e
UTd | eld¥d deg, JRMer Mg Mt gt e o Stera
I & | MNPl T TE G 311 T AHTUT 3(UA FATeAE 364
ol Mol AT & | 3G I T GWDT MPoTdTal H HHST
APTOT AT | A GIS T P &TUT TG SeTeh! THeeAcT [Geetcll
H IEcl ITT | 3og [dhel W 35 AT I ABAT &b db
AT o1 | MTOAT 37 SRAAT & Wi 337 | 387 i vep
HAY YT Y 3T 37T 3R 1T IAIATS 91T TR FAT HA
<g1S1( (fraud deception) fSTH RT3 Py &l ATH &
HATINT US 9737 |
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3gd b AT 3R 19T 1 ST giauTe=T MIUAT A foham g I J
T €T 3TUAT ATSTAT & Fifch PUT AT 3G bl 5ol HoTal 3R
SHET 3UCA ST Al T 1978 HAATE |

HIINT Th UNhIcHD P & IR SHH TUT 32T &
TI[UT 3T Y FAedT g HET | HIRINT & U U A
deeT fRel ol & Sit fonddT ot Age 1 goltal &t &7ear
WA |
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