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Chapter 02

ANIMAL FIBERS - SILK FROM
SILKWORM:-

LIFE HISTORY OF SILK MOTH:-

o Silkworm lives on the leaves of mulberry plants. The female silk
moth lays eggs on mulberry leaves.

e The eggs are hatched into very small larvae within a week.

e The silkworms feed on the leaves of mulberry tree and grow bigger
in size.

e The larva then covers its body with silk fiber and turns into pupa.
This protective covering is called cocoon.

e These cocoons are then boiled in water to get silk fiber

o Below shows how silk is got from silkworm.

o Silk is a costly fiber and has a very fine quality. Thus we can say
silk fiber is the strongest natural fiber.

SERICULTURE:-

e Sericulture means ‘silk farming’. The rearing of silkworms for
obtaining silk is called sericulture. Sericulture is a very old
occupation in India. India produces a lot of silk on a commercial
scale.
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SERICULTURE

Farmers grow silkworms, they feed Then when the silkworm forms silk The collected coccons are boiled when
them with mulberry leaves. coccon around itself. they collect them, silkworm is 35-40 days old so that kills

the larva and loosens the filaments

Then they weave silk strands from then silk fibre is made.
boiled coccons.

Figure: Shows Silk Rearing by Sericulture
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