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Every Success Sory
|salsoaSory of Great Failures

Failureisthe highway to success. Tom
Watson Sr. said, “If you want to succeed,
doubleyour failurerate.”

If you study history, youwill find that
all storiesof successare also stories of great
failures. But p don't see the failures.

They only ﬁgﬁési deof thepictureand they
say that got lucky: “Hemust have been
at thwﬁ aceat theright time.”

Q Let me share someone’s life history
<avith you. This was a man who failed in
business at the age of 21; was defeated in a
legidative race at age 22; failed again in
business at age 24; overcamethedeath of his

< sweetheart at age 26; had a nervous
breakdown at age 27; lo @%gr onal race at age 34; lost a senatorial race at age 45;

failed in an effort to becOme vice-president at age 47; lost asenatorial race at age 49; and
was el ected president of the United States at age 52.

ThismanwasAbraham Lincoln.

Would you call him afailure?He could have quit.

But to Lincoln, defeat was adetour and not adead end. EI;EEB"\TQ -

In 1913, Lee De Forest, theinventor of thetriodestube, was charged by the district
attorney for using fraudulent meansto mis ead the public into buying stocks of hiscompany
by claiming that he could transmit the human voice across the Atlantic. He was publicly
humiliated. Can you imaginewherewewould bewithout hisinvention?



A New York Times
editorial on December 10,
1903, questioned the wisdom of
the Wright Brothers who were
trying to invent a machine,
heavier than air, that would fly.
Oneweek later, at Kitty Hawk,
the Wright Brothers took their
famousflight.

Colonel Sanders, at age
65, with abeat-up car and a$100
cheque from social security,
realized he had to do something.
He remembered his mother's recipe and went out selling. How many doorsdid he haveto
knock on before he got hisfirst order? It is estimated trzt%/ knocked on morethan a

thousand doors before he got hisfirst order. How many quit after threetries, tentries,
ahundred tries, and then we say wetried ashard as@ul d?

ﬁ?any rejectionsfrom newspaper editors,
who said he had no talent. One day aminist church hired him to draw some cartoons.
Disney was working out of a small m Ihfested shed near the church. After seeing a
small mouse, hewasinspired. That w@t estart of Mickey Mouse.

Successful peopledon't

Asayoung cartoonist, Walt Disney fac

%I things, they only do small thingsin agreat way.

Oneday apartially ur year old kid came homewith anotein hispocket from
histeacher, "Your Tom 00 stupid to learn, get him out of the school.” Hismother read
thenoteand answered, "My Tommy
is not stupid to learn, | will teach
himmysdf." And that Tommy grew
up to be the great Thomas Edison.
Thomas Edison had only three
months of formal schooling and he
waspartially deaf.

Henry Ford forgot to put the
reverse gear in the first car he
made.




Do you consider these pW%%m pacgeded in spite of problems, notin
the absence of them. But to the outsideworld, it appears asthough they just got lucky.

All success stories are stories of great failures. The only difference is that every
timethey failed, they bounced back. Thisis called failing forward, rather than backward.
You learn and moveforward. Learn from your failure and keep moving.

In 1914, Thomas Edison, at age 67, lost hisfactory, which wasworth afew million
dollars, onfire. It had very littleinsurance. No longer ayoung man, Edison watched his
lifetime effort go up in smoke and said, "Thereis great valuein disaster. All our mistakes
are burnt up. Thank God we can start anew.” In spite of the disaster, three weeks later, he
invented the phonograph. What an attitude!

Below are more examples of the failures of successful people:

1. ThomasEdisonfailed approximately 10,000 timeswhile hewasworking onthelight

bulb. \2\

2. Henry Ford was broke at the age of 40. Q/

3. Leelacoccawasfired by Henry Ford Il at the ag%gfzﬂ.
4. Young Beethoven wastold that he had no t for music, but he gave some of the

best music to the world. Ve
Setbacksareinevitableinlife. A can act asadriving force and al so teach us
humility. In grief youwill find cour faithto overcomethe setback. Weneed tolearn

to become victors, not victims. F,%r%hd doubt short-circuit the mind.

Ask yourself after ev back: What did | learn from this experience? Only then
you will be ableto turn @p‘n ling block into a stepping stone.

The motivation to succeed comesfromthe
burning desireto achieve apurpose. Napoleon Hill
wrote, "Whatever the mind of man can conceive
and believethemind can achieve."

A young man asked Socrates the secret to
success. Socratestold the young man to meet him
near theriver the next morning. They met. Socrates
asked theyoung man to walk with him toward the
river. Whenthewater got up to their neck, Socrates
took the young man by surprise and ducked him
into the water. The boy struggled to get out but
Socrates was strong and kept him there until the




boy started turning blue. Socratgs pil/ @ﬂégm @ the water and the first thing the
young man did wasto gasp and take adeep breath of air. Socratesasked, “What did you want

the most when you werethere?” Theboy replied, "Air." Socratessaid, " That isthe secret to
success. When you want success as badly asyou wanted theair, thenyouwill getit." There
IS no other secret.

A burning desireis the starting point of all accomplishment. Just like asmall fire
cannot give much heat, aweak desire cannot produce great results.

IFYOU THINK
If you think you are beaten, you are. If you think you are outclassed, you are,
If you think you dare not, you don't! You'vegot to think hightorise,
If youliketowin, but think you can', You've got to be sure of yourself before
It'salmost acinch youwon't. Youcan inaprize.
If you think you'll lose, you'relost; Life'sbaitiesdon't dwaysgo
For out in theworld wefind @% stronger and faster man,
Success beginswith afellow'swill; But sooner or |ater the man who wins

It'sal in the state of mind. &\ |stheman who thinks he can.
vé..é By ShivKhera
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overcome (V)
detour (n)

triodes tube (n)

Lee de Forest

fraudulent (adj)

Colon€dl Sanders

beat-up (ad)
Walt Disney

infest(v)

Henry Ford

to defeat or succeed in controlling or dealing with something
aroad or route that is used when the usual oneisclosed

A triodeisan electronic amplification tube having three
active electrodes. Invented in 1906, the triode vacuum tube
wasthefirst electronic amplification device. Thisinvention
founded the el ectronic age, making possible amplified

radio technology and long-distancetelephony.

an American inventor with over 180 patentsto hiscredit. He

invented theAudion, a vacuum tubethat takesrel atively weak
electrical signalsand amplifiesthem. Heisone of the fathers
of the"electronic age," as the helped to usher inthe
widespread use of electroni Isalso credited with one of
the principal inventi onstl'\é{;?ought sound to motion pictures.

intended to cheat sor(?gﬂ'e, usually in order to make money
illegally ‘iy»
Colond Har avid Sanderswas an American businessman

and rest r who founded the Kentucky Fried Chicken
(KFC) &hain restaurants

: Qﬁ%ﬂd damaged
%(:AnAmerican animator, film producer, director, screenwriter,

voiceactor, entrepreneur, entertainer, international iconand
philanthropist, well known for his influencein thefield of
entertainment during the 20th century; He created some of the
world'smost well-known fictional charactersincluding Mickey
Mouse.

to exist in large numbers inaparticular place, often causing
damageor disease (especialy of insectsor animassuch asrats)

an Americanindustrialist, the founder of the Ford Motor
company, and sponsor of the devel opment of theassembly line
technique of massproduction; Hedid not invent the automobile
but he devel oped and manufactured thefirst automobilethat
many middle classAmericanscould afford to buy.



Leelacocca

D WA écé':eilpé?gqﬁman known for engineering the

L udwig van Beethoven

Napoleon Hill

conceive (V)

Socrates (469 BC - 399 BC):Q’S

ducked (v)

cinch (n)
outclassed (V)

e

Ford Mustang and Ford Pinto cars. Hewasthe former
chairman of the Chrysler Corporation. He was one of
the most famous business peopleintheworld. Heis
the author (or co-author) of several books, including
|acocca

aGerman composer and pianist; Hewasacrucia figure
in the transition between the Classical and Romantic
erasin Western art music. He remains one of the most
famousand influential of al composers. Hisbest known
compositions include 9 symphonies, 5 concertos, 2
piano sonatas and 16 string quartets. He al so composed
other chamber music, choral works (including the

celebrated Missa Solemnisand songs).

an American author i n?{gﬁea of the new thought

movement who w. e of the earliest producers of

themoderng personal-successliterature; Heis

widely consi@red to be one of the great writerson

‘ wcc&’(zf?“

tof an idea, aplan, etc. in your mind; toimagine
ing

aclassical Greek Athenian philosopher credited asone
of the founders of Western Philosophy; Heisan
enigmatic figure known chiefly through the accounts
of later classical writers, especially thewritings of his
students Plato and Xenophon and the playsof his
contemporary Aristopanes. Many would claim that
Plato's dialogues are the most comprehensive accounts
of Socrates to survive from antiquity. Socrates has
become renowned for his contribution to the field of
ethics.

pushed somebody under water and held them therefor
ashort time

athing that iscertain to happen

overcame



|www.apteachers.in

I. Answer the following questions.

1. 'ToLincoln, defeat wasadetour and not adead end.' Justify this statement fromthelife
of Lincoln.

2. What did Socrates suggest asthe secret to success? Do you agree or disagree with him?
Givereasonsfor your answer.

3. Completethefollowing table about the failuresand successes of the great personalities
mentioned in the lesson you havejust read. Thefirst oneisdonefor you.

Sl. No.| Person Failures'rgectionshefaced Final success
1 AbrahamLincoln | Failed inbusiness, defeatedin | >‘EI ected president of
legidlative elections, had United States of
breakdown, lost congrq%l America
race and senatorial r
2. Invented thetriodes
/\\2?‘ tube
=
3. Wright Brothers &g?»
4, ked many doorsbefore
([ hegot thefirst order
7
5. Walt Disney
6. Grew uptobeagreat
scientist
7. Established cars
company
8. Fired by Henry Ford 1
0. Gave some of the best
music to theworld.
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Read the following story.

An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. He told his employer-contractor of his
plans to leave the house-building business to live amore leisurely life with hiswife and
enjoy hisextended family. Hewould missthe paycheck each week, but hewanted toretire.
They could get by.

The contractor was sorry to see hisgood worker go and asked if he could build just
onemore house asapersonal favour. The carpenter agreed. But over timeit waseasy to see
that his heart was not in hiswork. He resorted to shoddy workmanship and used inferior
materials. It wasan unfortunate way to end adedicated career.

When the carpenter finished hiswork, hisemployer cameto inspect the house. Then
he handed the front-door key to the carpenter and said, “T, your house... my gift to

you.” <>

The carpenter was shocked! Q?“

What ashame! If he had only known thﬁﬁgwas building hisown house, hewould
have doneit all so differently. Q_‘

So it iswith us. We build our liv. \g\day at atime, often putting less than our best
into the building. Then, withashock izewehavetoliveinthe housewehavebuilt. If
we could doit over, wewould doit ﬁ?ﬂch differently.

But, you cannot go b@ou are the carpenter, and every day you hammer anail,
place aboard, or erect awgll,"Someone once said, “Lifeisado-it-yourself project.” Your
attitude, and the choi cesiﬁgu maketoday, help build the*house” you will livein tomorrow.
Therefore, build wisaly!

|. Complete the table given below.

Sl. No. Point to be observed Observation/Point of view
1. The setting /location inwhich

the story took place
2. Themain characters




3. Themainevents WwWWw.aptedchers.in
b.
C.
d.
e.
4. Theturning point inthe story
5. Theirony inthe story
6. The messageinthe story
7. Possible title
|I. Extended Writing {b\e\

Rewrite the above story by giving another ending. QE

oF
K

Listen to the story about a farmer. \5\2“

Just now you have listened t ory about afarmer. Here are some sentences that
describe the eventsin the story, ever, they arenot inthe order in whichthey occur in
thestory. Listento the stor; range them in the order in which they occur. Put 1 after

Bl " o ™ a
YPJKCG

the event that occursfir ainst the next and so on.
Hethrew himself into the BarcelonaRiver and committed suicide.
Thewiseman said, “Becausethat isadiamond.”
He picked up the stoneand put it in theliving room.
Helooked al through Europe and couldn’t find any.
They found that the farm wasindeed covered with acres and acres of diamonds.
That night thefarmer couldn’t sleep.

The person who had bought hisfarm waswatering the camelsat astream.

He made arrangementsto sell off hisfarm and went in search of diamonds.



Hewas unhappy and hewgsgirdifdachers.in
A wiseman told him about the glory of diamonds.

—\\ \Oral Activity:;

After listening to the story, work in pairsand discussthe advantages and di sadvantages
of travelling abroad. You may usethe hintsgiven in the box for your understanding.

Advantages Disadvantages
e Earn more money e Cut off from your roots
e Socia status e Livingaway from parents

e Moreopportunities | e Braindrain/ Intellectualdoss

He was short.

Hewassharp. Hewasthe
brightest boy in his class.
Hisseniorsusedto ask him
to solve their difficultiés)
inscience. Hecould have
goneunnoticed inacrowd,
but once you asked him a
guestionrelated to Physics
or Maths, therewasaspark
inhiseyes. Hecould grasp
theories of science faster
than the speed of light.

He camefrom apoor but educated family. Hisfather wasahigh-school teacher and
an avid reader of English literature. He, like al the boysin his class, was trying to get
admission into some engineering college. The brighter ones wanted to study in the Indian



