Answer the following questions:

Do you think the child really went to the moon?

What wasthe child’sfeeling about histrip to the moon?
Why couldn’t the astronaut and the child walk on the moon?
How would youfeel if youwerein hisplace?

If you were given achance, which planet would you visit?

. Canyou guessthe secret that dwellsinsidethe child’ smind?
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*Take a few important tourist placesin your district / state, collect a few pictures
and paste them on a big chart with a small write up under each picture. Display
thisin your classroom. Thewrite up shoulq,o ude the following.

Thenameof the place ?9
Itsimportance QQ"
Salient features of the place %QY
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Read the following story:

Sindbad, the Sailor i

| bought asubstantial stock of goodsto trade, and sailed on aship with anumber of my
merchant friends. We placed ourselvesin the care of Allah and set off. Soon we reached an
idand.

We decided to go ashore. My friendswent to gather fruitsand flowers, but | took my
food packet to aplacein the shade. | had agood meal and lay down to sleep under thetrees.
| don’t know how long | dept, but when | awoke and looked out to sea, the ship had gone. |
wasall alone. Not knowing what to do, | climbed up to thetop of atall treeand looked over
theisland on all sides. Inthedistancel could see something white, and decided to find out
what it was.

Soon, | came to what seemed like a huge white ball. When | touched it, it felt very
smooth. It was so high that | could not see the top of it, and it was more than fifty paces
round. Therewasno door on any side, and it was too smooth to climb.

Suddenly, the sky above mebecamedark, asif ahuge cloud was coveringit. Looking
up, | saw that the darknesswas caused by the shadow of ahuge bird that wasflying towards
me. | had often heard sailorstalk of agreat and wonderful bird, calleda‘roc’. Thismust be
aroc, | thought, and thishuge ball must beitsegg!
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The bird came nearer and sat on its egg. | soon crept
close to the egg. Near me was one of the bird’slegs, which
was ashig asatree. | decided to tie myself to theleg of this
bird with my turban so that when it flew away fromtheisland,
itwould carry mewithit.

At day break, thebird flew up so high that | wascarried
out of sight of theisland. Then it came down again so fast
that | lost my senses. When | found myself on the ground, |
quickly untied theturban. Thebird caught up asnakeand flew

anay.

This time | found myself surrounded on al sides by
Immense mountains that seemed to reach above the clouds.
The sides of the valley looked so steep that th@\mas no possibility of climbing them.
When | begantolook aroundthevalley, | founqﬁﬁat therewerelargediamondslying onthe

¥ e
ground. QQ~ =
| was excited to find such ricgg?l‘yi ng around me. o —A—

Then | saw something else that mag me very frightened.
All around the valley there w uge serpents, some of
them big enough to even eat ephant! These came out of
their holes at nightfall. Duﬁ-hg the day, | suppose, they hid
themselves from the rocs.

| found asmall cavewhere| decided to spend the night.
At the entrance | put a large stone to protect myself
from the serpents, but the noise of their hissing
outside made sleep impossible. | was
glad that they went to their holesas
daylight cameon, and | wasableto "%
come out again. But | was still :ii
frightened - in fact, | found myself & &
walking upon diamonds without a . /#}
thought of their value! At last, being | -
very tired, | decided to eat alittle of
my food, and then to have a short
seepinthesun.

| was suddenly awakened by
something which fell near me. | sat
up, and found that it wasahuge piece
of raw meat! At the sametime, more
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piecesfell down from the rocks abovethevalley. | had heard storiesin the past about this
valley of diamonds, but had not believed them. Now | saw with my own eyeswhat thelocal
merchants did to obtain the jewels; they used huge eagles to carry up the diamonds for
them!

When the eagles have young onesin their nests among the rocks, they fly down into
the valley to get food for them. So, the merchants would throw down large pieces of raw
meat; the diamonds stick to the meat, and in thisway get carried to the eagles nests. Each
merchant has his own nest, and considers its jewels his. The idea came to me that | too
could usetheseeagles—1 myself could belifted up from this deep valley, and thus escape
fromit! The eagleswere so big and strong that my weight would seem little.

First, | collected anumber of large diamonds. These | put in my wallet and tied the
wallet to my waist. Next, | tied one of the large pieces of meat to the middle of my back
with my turban. | then lay down with my faceto the ground, and waited there. Therewasthe
sound of huge wings around me. Then | felt mys%t lifted up and carried to the top of the
rocky wallsof thevalley. S

Soon | was in one of the nests. The QQnants were surprised to see me there, and
when they heard my story, they helped me'to find a ship to go home. When | got back to
Baghdad, 1 was avery wealthy man. | @Bvelarge amounts of money to the poor and lived
peacefully in my own home. %OQ\

Answer the following quesg'egn%?

1. Who changed thefate§f’(<§i ndbad? How?
*2. What would you want to becomeinyour life?
Would you liketo become asailor? Why?Why not?
*3. How would you have handled the encounter with aroc?
*4. What factorswould you change to make the story more adventurous and thrilling?
5. Describe Sindbad’ s preparationsfor hisjourney.
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What isa palindrome?

A paindromeisaword (or anumber), phrase or sentence
which reads the same backwards or forwards. L ook at the
following examples and try to discover some more
palindromes.

WORDS  : madam,bib, level, Mdayalam Y7700
PHRASES : dog'sgod, lion ail, too hot to hoot
SENTENCES : Madam, I'mAdam; Wasit acat | sasw?Risetovote, Sir.




