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Here is a list of India’s neighbouring countries. Collect the information
about the heads mentioned below in the table. After collecting thisinforma-
tion display it in “Our Reading Corner” (ORC).
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. C.Reading

Read the following story:

TheMagicof Silk

Thisisastory from China. A long, long time ago, therelived an old woman in ahut
intheforest. Her husband had been killed by atiger someyearsago. Shewasold and weak.
Lifewasdifficult for her and her daughter, Siew Mei.

Siew Mei did all the cooking and cleaning herself. She also looked after the
silkwormsin their garden. The worms gave them fine thread to make beautiful silk. Siew
Mei sold the silk to travellersin the village market. In thisway, she got enough money to
buy food and other things.
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Oneday as Siew Mei wasreturning home, it started to rain heavily. It was getting
dark, too. Siew Mei ran into thefirst hut she saw. The door was open and there wasno one
inside.

“Isanybody in?” shecalled loudly, again and again. But therewasno reply.

Siew Mei looked around the hut. Thefloor wasvery dirty. Bowlsand potswere |l eft
unwashed. Siew Mei swept thefloor and washed all the bowlsand pots.
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By the time she had finished, the hut was as clean as anew one. By then therain had
stopped too.“| had better go home,” she said to herself. “ Mother will beworried.”

As she walked out of the hut, she saw a strange old man. His long beard reached
down to hiswaist. Helooked about a hundred yearsold. The old man looked at Siew Mei
and smiled.

“Uncle,” shesaid, “I went into the hut becauseit wasraining. | hopeyou don’'t mind.”

“Not at al, young girl,” replied the old man. Hiseyesfell on the clean floor and on
the bowlsand pots. “ Did you clean the hut for me?’

“Yes,”answered Siew Mei. “Let mehelpyouintothehut.”
Theold manwasvery happy. “You reavery kind girl,” hesaid. “I must giveyou apresent.”

Hetook out apair of scissorsand cut off alittle of hislong whitebeard. Heputitin
apiece of old cloth, tied it up, and gave the bundleto her.

“Donot giveitto anyone,” said the old man. “ Open it when you get home.”

Siew Mei thanked him and went home. Her mother wasvery glad to see Siew Mei
safe. Siew Mel told her mother about the old man.
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Siew Mei opened the
bundleto show her mother theold
man’s white beard. To their
surprise, they saw the finest silk
thread inthewholeof China. They
begantoweavewiththeslk thread.
When they had finished weaving,
they had madethefinest silk they
had ever seen. They noticed that
the bundle of silk thread still
remained exactly thesamesizeas
before.

News of their wonderful
silk spread far and wide. The old
woman and her daughter became
famous and lived happily ever
after.

I.  Answer the following que@?}s
1. Whodoyouthink t@o?& man is? Justify your reasons.

*2. Doyou believegfﬁﬁracles?
Do you think that magic and miraclesarethe same?

If not, give your reasons. }:%fn_u -

*3. If youwereSiew Mei, how would you feel ?

What isan anagram?

Ananagramistherearrangement of thelettersof aword, name, phrase, sentence,
title, or thelikeinto another word or phrase. But AL L thelettersof the name or
phrase must be used ONCE and only ONCE. This is the basic rule of
anagramming. The best anagrams are meaningful and relatein someway to the
original subject. Example: if we take the word ‘the classroom’ and rearrange
the lettersin it, we get ‘ school master’. So, ‘ school master’ is an anagram of
‘the classroom’ and viceversa. Here are someother anagrams: mother-in-law _
woman Hitler; debitcard _bad credit; dormitory _dirty room; eleven plustwo
_twelveplusone.

Write some anagrams and display them on thewall magazine.
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