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CHAPTER 7

ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR

e Why do fish need not learn to swim?

e How can butterfly find nectar?

e How do ants search their food and pass information to each other about
this?

e \Who teaches a bird how to make a nest?

What do we mean by Animal Behaviour?

Animal Behaviour is the scientific study of the interaction of animals with each other,
with other living beings, and with the environment.

It explores how animals relate to their physical environment as well as to other
organisms, and includes topics such as how animals find and defend resources, avoid
predators, choose mates, reproduce, and care for their young ones.

Different types of Animal Behaviour:

There are several types of behaviours in humans and other animals that have been
described and investigated by researchers.

Instinct:

Instinctual behaviours are the behaviours that need not be learned. They

can be complex like making nest by birds, choosing mates and forming into groups
for protection etc.

Reflexes are also a type of instinct behaviour. We do not have to learn them.
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