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The Kakatiyas - Emergence
24 \of a Regional Kingdom

You may have listened to many ballads and stories about the bravery and martial skill of
Brahma Naidu, Balachandrudu and the 66 heroes. You may also have participated in
Jataras dedicated to Sammakka and Sarakka - they fought against armies of kings to
protect the rights of the tribal people. You might have enjoyed the popular story of Katama
Rajuwho fought with the Kings of Nellore in defence of the right of animal herders.
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Find out from your parents and
elders about the stories of the
Palnati Virulu, Sammakka-Sarakka
and Katama Raju. Relate these
storiesin the class.

All these stories relate to the period
from 1000 to 1350 CE. Thiswas avery
important period in our history. In the
previous chapter, we read about the new
ruling familiesthat emergedal over India
These rulers sought to establish small
kingdoms overagricultural villagesand to
enable their herder-followers to settle
down asagriculturalists. These ambitious
warriorsand kingsfought against each other
constantly..Amidst this situation, the
Kakatiyakingdom arosein Warangal.

This'was also the time when the first
books in Telugu were written. According
to the tradition, Srimad-Andhra Maha-
bharatamisthefirst poeticwork in Telugu
which was composed by Kavitrayamu, the
Trinity of Poets- Nannaya, Tikkanaand Erra
Pragadabetween 1000 and 1400 CE.

We have alarge number of inscriptions
(Bayyaram, Thousand Pillars temple,
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Nagulapadu, Pillalamarri, Palampet,
K ondaparthi, Bhuthpur) which tell usabout
the activities of the kings, queens, chiefs,
farmers, herdersand traders. Therearea so
a number books written about them in
Sanskrit and Telugu. Vidyanatha wrote
Prathaparudra Yashobhushanam during
the Kakatiya rule. Some works were also
written after the end of their rule
(Vinukonda Vallabharaya's Kridabhi-
ramamu, Ekamranatha's Prataparudra
Charitramu).

Fig 12.1 Kirti Torana entrance of Svayambhu

Sva Temple - built by Kakatiya kings in
Warangal.
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Having read the above

passage, can you identify the
two important sources of
information about the Kakatiya

kings?

According toinscriptionsand
literature, the Kakatiyas traced
their lineage to certain Durjaya.
They also adopted Telugu asthe
favoured language of the court.
Most of their inscriptions are in
Telugu and they called
themselves as ‘Andhra Rajas'.

They also sought to bring S

together the three regions in
which Telugu was spoken - the
present coastal regions,

K'”m._.. .............. ki x, """"

Map 1: Orugallu Fort

‘ Outer Rampart ‘gf
ﬁ P:

[*==-] Outer Rampart | ~ | Moat

Telangana  region and
Rayalaseema region. In this

T

. =] toner Rampart. =] Stone wail

manner, the Kakatiyakingstried tobuild a
Telugu regional consciousness: To,some
extent, they were also successful, as even
tothisday, they areremembered fondly in
these regions.

Important KakatiyaRulers

Prolall 1116 - 1157CE
Rudradeva 1158 - 1195CE
Gangpati Deva 1199 - 1262CE
Rudramadevi 1262 - 1289CE
Prataparudra- 11 1289 - 1323CE

Theearly membersof thedynasty began
their career as warriors and samanthas of
Rashtrakutaand Chalukyakingswho were
rulingin Karnataka. They held the postsof
village heads called Rattadi and through
their military skills became army chiefs,
samanthas etc. and gradually gained
control over Anmakondain Telangana. The
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Kakatiyas emerged as independent rulers
after thefall of the Western Chalukyas.

During Rudradeva's rule (1158-1195
CE), the capital was shifted from
Anmakonda (Hanumakonda) to Orugallu
(Warangal). Thenew city waslaid out with
a plan to accommodate the growing city
population and to address the needs of an
imperia capital. Rudradevabuilt abigfort,
a tank and a temple called Thousand
Pillared Temple in Anmakonda
(Hanumakonda) .

L ook at the map of Orugallu Fort. You
can see an outer fort wall with four gates.
Thiswall protected the agricultural lands
and several water tanks within it. In this
area, there were huts of many artisanslike
basket weavers. After crossing these, we
cometo the centrewhere therewas another
moat and afort wall made of mud.
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Further towards the centre was another
moat andfort wall made of stone. The city
buildings and paaceswerewithinthisstone
wall. It had four gates opening out into the
east, west, north and south. From each gate,
amain road went to the centre of the city,
wheretherewasatempleof SvayambhuSva
Thistemple too had four gatesin the four
directions.

Thecity itself was divided into severa
quarters or vadas. People of one
profession lived in one distinct vada.

+ Canyou draw arough map of your
village or town and compareit with
themap of Orugallu?

+ What are the main differences
between modern towns and the
citiesof the past, like Orugallu?

¢ Usethe scale shown on the map to
find out the breadth of the outer wall
from East to West.

+ Also, find out the breadth of the city
within the inner stone wall from
north to south.

+ |f you have ever been to Warangal,
describe it to your classmates.

¢ Svayambhu Sivawasthefamily god
of theKakatiyas. Why do you think
did they build a temple and not a
palace or market placeinthemiddle
of the city?

As Kakatiya kings became powerful,
they were ableto persuade many chiefsto
accept them astheir kings. The Kakatiyas
protected their samantha subordinates
from other warriorsand chiefs. They took
also the samanthas with them when they
went to conquer other kingdoms. Many of
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the samantha chiefs attempted to become
independent but the Kakatiya kings sent
armiesto subduethem.

RudramaDevi

Haveyou heard of abrave woman ruler
by the name of Rudramadevi? She was a
powerful and successful .ruler.who
impressed one and all with her.abilities.
Rudramadevi ruled from Orugallu(modern
Warangal) and belongedsto the famous
Kakatiyafamily.Sheruled from 1262 CE
to 1289 CE for nearly 27 years. In our
country, therehave been very few women
rulers. Indistant,Delhi too, there was a
woman.rulercalled Raziya Sultana some
years before. But her noblesdid not liketo
beruled by awoman and had killed her. A
famoustraveller from Italy, called Marco
Polo visited Rudramadevi’s kingdom and
said that she was fearless, dressed herself
like a man and rode horses with ease. In
fact, in inscriptions, Rudramadevi was
known asRudradevaMaharga. LikeRaziya

Fig 12.2 Rudramadevi - Riding the Horse.
(Modern representation in Hyderabad)
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Sultana, shetoofaced the opposition of many several steps to control these chiefs. But
important chiefs who had been under her Kayastha Ambadeva, one of her sub-
father, but Rudramadevi succeeded in ordinates revolted against her. In the war
subduing them. Rudramaand her grandson that took place at Chandupatla, in Nalgonda
Prataparudrafaced many revolts and took district, Rudrammadevi lost her life.

Fig 12.4 Aerial view of the eastern gateway in the city’s inner stone wall, showing
the ‘bent entrance’ (Vankadari) and open courtyard (anganam). The doorway at
right is the ‘great city gate’ leading to the royal avenue (raja margambu)
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Nayankara System

Rudramadevi and Prataparudra
encouraged several skilled
warriorswhowerenot fromany &
powerful family but were very
loyal to the queen and the king.
They gave them high positions
andthetitleof Nayaka They were
given the authority over several =
villages from where they could

collect taxes. Thesevillageswere rig 125 The remains of the great temple dedicated to Lord Sva

called their Nayankara. Each
nayakahad to maintain astipul ated amount
of army from the income they got from
their nayankarafor the service of theking.
But they did not keep these villages
permanently as they could be transferred
at thewill of thekingto anew place. These
Nayakas depended upon the queen or the
king and remained loyd tothem. They were
also probably used to subdue therebellious
chiefs. This arrangement was called
Nayankarasystem.

Read hereaportion of aninscription by
anayakaof Rudramadevi ;

“Intheyear (1270CE), ontheoccasion
of Sankranti, Bollinayaka, the guardian
of the gate for Kakatiya Rudradeva
Maharaja, gave ten.measures of land to
the temple servants of
God Kalyana Keshava
of'Kranja*village in
his own nayankaramu
for the merit of his
master Rudradeva
Maharaja.”

+ Whydoyouthink | £
Bollinayakawas :
caling Rudrama-
devi as Rudra-
devaMaharga?
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Encouragement toAgriculture
and Temples

TheKakatiyas brought large tracts of
land under cultivation by building tanksand
diggingwells. Apart from the members of
therogyal family and other feudal families,
the rich sections of the society such as
merchants and artisans participated in
expanding agriculture through the
construction of tanks. This enabled the
extension of cultivation to the difficult
terrainsof Telanganaand Rayalaseema.

The Kakatiyas also extensively
patronised temples by donating to them.
Women members of the royal family like
Muppamamba, and Mailammamade land

Fig 12.6 Ramappa Temple Pty
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grants. Women of
other rich sections
also made gifts of
land, tanks, cash,
cattle, jewellery
etc. totemplesand
brah-mins. By
promoting
agriculture, they
derivedin-comein
the form of taxes
and agricultural produce.

Trade

Warriors, chiefs and kings derived a
large portion of their income by taxing
traders, especially those who engaged in
overseas trade from the ports. Read a
portion of aninscriptionissued by Kakatiya
king Ganapatideva in a place called
Motupalli:
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12.8 Motupalli Pillar Inscrlptlon
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Fig 12.7 Si Ahita gaja
kesari - Gold coinissued
by Kakatiyas

“This Abhaya Shasana has been
granted by Ganapatideva to sea traders
going back and forth to all continents,
countries and towns. In the past, kings
forcibly seized all the cargo such asgold,
elephants, horses, jewels, etc. when sea
going vessels were caught in¢storms,
wrecked and cast on shore. But Wefor the
sake of our reputation and punya and out
of pity for those who have,incurred the
grave risk of a sea voyage, give up all
but the customary-tax.”

The inscription goes on to mention the
tax he would collect‘from the traders on
different articles of trade.

e Howdidthekingstreat thetraders
earlier?

e What wasthe guarantee granted by
Ganapatidevato thetraders?

e Why do you think, Ganapatideva

gave this protection to foreign
traders?

Marco Polo, who visited one of
these ports said, that the exports were
diamondsand thebest andthemost delicate
clothes, whichlooked likethe tissue of a
pider’s web. He further said, “There is
nather aking nor aqueenintheworldwho
would not be glad towear them”.

TheEnd of theK akatiyas

Sometime around 1190 CE, a new
kingdom was established in Delhi. Thenew
kings were called Delhi Sultans and they
originally camefrom Turkistan. They had a
powerful army and were able to defeat
most of the kings of North India and the
Deccan beforelong. Sultan Mohammad bin
Tuglug was able to defeat Kakatiya
Prataparudrain 1323 CE. Thus ended the

Kakatiyadynasty.
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Someyearslater, two new kingdomswerefoundedin Karnatakacalled Bahamani and
Vijayanagar Kingdoms about which wewill study in the next chapter.

Palnati Vira— Heroes who cut across caste barriers

Palanati irulaKathawritten by Srinathaaround 1350she psusto understand how collectivesof
warriorsmust have been formed. The leading character inthe story, Balachandrudu, hasasmall
war band of devoted companions from diverse backgrounds. Oneisabrahminwhiletheothers—a
blacksmith, agoldsmith, a washerman, apotter and abarber —aredravnfromthe serviceandartisan
communities. Baachandruduand hiscohortsaresocommittedtoeachother thet they are called sodarulu
(brothers). Justbeforethey setoutfor battle, Baachandrudu' smother preparesamed fordl the' brothers’.
But sheservesthis foodto each oneonadifferent kind of plate(earthen, bronze, leaf, etc.) andis
rebuked by her son for making such adigtinction, who saysthat castemust beset asidewhenonegoes
towar. And sothe*“brothers’ al eat from each other’splates, in defiance of theconvention butin
recognitionof theirjointfate

Keywords:

1. Warriors 2. NayankaraSystem 3. Samanthas 4. Artisans

| mproveyour learning

1. Comparethewarriorsof thosetimeswith what you know about the modern armies. What
differences do you see between them?

2. KingsandchiefshuiltirrigationtankstoimproveagricultureintheK akatiyatimes. What would they do
if they ruled now?

3. How doyouthinkwerethe K akatiyasableto gain control over the chiefs?

4. Why do you thinkdidthe K akatiyas not appoint powerful chiefsasNayakas?
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Why wasit difficult for womentoruleinthosedays?lsit different today? How?

Inthosedays, pewerful peoplehadtheir ownland and wereabletotax other farmers, tradersand
artisans. Canpowerful peopledothisnow?Givereasons.

7..~Readtheparaunder thetitle‘ Nayankara System’ on page 114 and comment onit.
8.."*Waomen too managetheadmingrativeaffarrseffectively’' — Do you support thisstatement?Why ?

Project:

1. Prepareashort presentation of any of thethree storiesintheform of aplay.

2. Collect some popular storiesthat originate from your village or town, prepare achart and
present the sameintheclass.

3. Vistanoldtempleof your area, find out about who built the temple, when etc. and look for
any inscriptionsinit.
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