I mportance of Transport

UZRBI'EI

System

In our daily lives, we use various modes of transport to go from one place to another. How
people use transport facilities, roads, waterways, railways and airports and why people
make different choices to use transport services are discussed in this chapter. Besides
these, we will also read about why and how people depend on transport for their source
of earning and how markets use transport. You will learn more about the other means of
transport such as railways, waterways and airports in higher classes.

You aready know alot about transport systems.

+ Fill thetable below with the given words»Some words could be placed more than

once. Givereasonsfor your choice.

Pilgrims, Car, Fish, Cattley"Grain, Bullock-cart, Petroleum, Workers, Ship,
Helicopter, Tanker, Lorry, Cycle, Tourists, Iron-ore, GoodsTrain, Mangoes.

M ode of Vehicles
Transport used

Some products/groups of people —

that could beusing

Roads

Railways

Waterways

Airways

Transport Systemin Telangana

If we look for a big picture about the
transport systeminthe state, wewould note
thefollowing :

Roads: InIndia, most roadsare built and
maintained by the government. There are
different types of roads. Some roads are
National Highwayswhich arebuilt across
different statesin the country. For instance,
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aroad network called National Highway
No. 44 runsthrough Uttar Pradesh, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Karnatakaand Tamil Nadu. While
the state government maintains the roads
connecting small towns and districts,
Panchayats are responsible for the village
roads. These roads are made of gravel.
Corporations and Municipalities are
responsible for urban roads. Roads laid
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along the inter-
national boun-
daries are called
border  roads.
Roadways play an
important role in
connecting the
people in remote |
areaswiththemain
cities.

Railways. One
fifth of travellersin
India use trains.
Ralwaysaremainly
used to transport
goods like coal,
ironore, fertilizers, cement, food grainsetc.
Telangana has a well developed railway
network connecting all the districts.
Railways transport goodsto and from sea

ports.

Airways. There is one Interpational
Airport in Telangana. The Intéernationa
Airport is situated in Hyderabad
(Shamshabad). TheInternational Airportis
meant for travel fromyTelangana or
neighbouring states'to foreign countries.
Thisairport a so connectsHyderabad with
other cities & stateswithin India.

Water waysiAlmest al the goodstraded
by Indian traders‘are transported to other
countries through its ports. Port cities or
townsarethusmgor trading centres. Thedate
of Tdanganadoesnot haveany coast linesor
ports. Andhra Pradesh has 15 ports out of
which Visakhapatnam isthe largest. Rivers
such as Godavari, Krishna and Penna in
AndhraPradesh and their canalsare used as
waterways. Segportsareaso crucid asmost
of our foreign trade isdone through them.

G

+ L ocatethe mgjor airportsand port
citiesonthemap of India.
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Fig 10.1: In 1932 road transport was
introduced under the Nizam with 27
vehicles. You can also see the logo of

the then transport company

Useof'Roadsfor production
and sale of goods

Most people in Telangana depend on
roads for travel. Transport facilities
availabletovillagesin Telanganavary. In
2001, nearly threefourth of thevillageshad
transport facilities.

In earlier chapters, there were
descriptionsabout farmers, fisher folk, and
industrieswhich depend upon transport for
variousreasons. Farmerstakethelr produce
to Rythu Bazar. Fisher folk need to takethe
catch to the buyers before it gets spoiled.
Paper industry uses lorries to get raw
material. Industries that produce goods
depend on the transport system to reach
their consumers. Let us take the example
of cotton. Cotton produced by farmers
movesfromfieldsto factories. Sincethere
aredifferent processesthrough which cloth
isproduced, it has to movefrom oneplace
to another until the finished product is
made. Markets are thus dependent on
transport facilities.
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¢ Readthefollowing paragraph and

solvethe problem given below:

Farmers residing in Satyampally
sell their paddy mostly in the nearby
town, Nayapet, which is about 7 km
away from the village. Bullock cart
operatorscan transport about 10 paddy
bags at atime and charge Rs. 50 per
bag. Tractor ownerscharge Rs. 20 per
bag. Each tractor can carry about 30-
40 bags. Lorriescharge Rs.10 per bag
and can carry about 150-170 bagsina
trip. In the case of long distances,
trucks charge more. For example, to
transport paddy from a wholesale
trader in Nayapet to the district head
guarter, whichisabout 100 - 120 kms
away, truck operatorscharge Rs. 50 per
bag. They charge Rs. 800-1000 per
tonne to transport goods for 500
kilometres.

There are three farmers in the
village. They cultivated paddy and
produced 25 bags, 50 bagsand 75 bags
respectively. They wish to sell their
paddy in the Agriculture Yard in a
nearby town, which is 25 kilometres
away. What mode of transport would
you suggest andwhy?

¢ Find out the fares for travelling in
the following types of buses and
timetakentotravel between any two
locationsyou arefamiliar with.

Fig 10.2 Transporting
Employment=in Transport
Activities

Thereare two people who operate abus-
a driver‘and a conductor. For the overall
maintenance of transport facilities in a
state;hundreds and thousands of peopleare
required. For example, the Telangana State
Road Transport Corporation is a
government owned transport servicewhich
employs about 64,000 peopleto run about
10,000 buses. These employees maintain
accounts, repair buses, or work in the bus
depots. Some employeesissue bus passes
andticketsin busstandsor work aschecking
Inspectors.

Majority of the vehicles running on
Telanganaroads, that isabout, threefourth
of them, aretwowheelers. Thefunctioning
of transport system also requires many
support activities — petrol/diesel pump
stations, repairing shops, shops selling
transport vehicles and spare parts.

Typeof bus Fare Timetaken
Pallevelugu / Gramani
EXxpress
Dduxe
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+ Doyouthink the differencein these faresisjustified? Give reasons.

+ Alongwiththedifferenceinfares, therearea so differencesin facilitiesand journey
time. However, in your opinion, how would most people prefer to travel ? If you
wereresponsiblefor increasing thefacilitiesin them, which type of buswould you
give preferenceto?

Transport Servicesand Choices Tr}.} El

People could use a particular mode of

transport depending on the facilities ¥ :
available and affordability. Sometimes, B

optionsto use different types of transport
arepossible. For example, itispossibleto
travel by bus, train or flight to Bangalore.
For centuries, ships were an important
mode of travel to far away countriestotake
people aswell as goods. But today, there
are fewer people travelling by ships,
whereas goods are mostly transportedy
them.

It is possible that some of you come to
school by buses. Peoplewho areemployed
infactories, offices, households, shopsetc.
also depend on transport. Every city may
not have easy accessto publictransport such
asbuses, so thepeople depend ontheir own
vehicles or:hired vehicles like auto-
rickshaws or taxies.

Fig 10.4 Railway workers
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Fig 10.3'0ld and new modes of transport

If the cost of travel ishigh, people may
not be able to move from one place to
another. For example, if the wagesin one
place are higher than in another place,
people earning low incomes may wish to
move to get higher incomes. But if the
transport cost is high, they may not show
interest in moving to that place.

Thecost of travel, especially for people
who earn lower income, is too much, as
they haveto put away alarger shareof their
earnings for it. Cycling and walking may

& not be possibleto travel long distances. In

big cities, it also becomes important to
have enough place for people to walk or

o ride a bicycle. Even when there are

pavements, you may find them occupied by
shopkeepers. Sometimesthe height of the
road and pavement could be so different that
persons who use wheelchairs cannot use
them and taketherisk of riding them along
the motorised vehicles.
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¢ Umar andlbrahim study inthesame
class. They livein different places
but the distance from their house
to school is three kilometers.
I brahim comesto school in city bus
whereas Umar travels by school
bus. What could be reasons for
these studentsto travel by different
bus services?

Congestion and Pollution

Most cities in our
country — are  now |dSREEs
experiencing congestion ;A"
and traffic blocks. If the
public transport system is &
not efficient, people buy e
private vehicles, whichcan

blockages in urban areas _ - &
because the roads may not

accommodate all these,~

vehicles. Let ustry 10 understand thiswith
the help of an_example=The number of
people living inssixtbig cities in India
increased=by two_times during 1981 to
2001 whereas the number of motor
vehicleswent up by eight timesduring the
same period.

Motorcyclesand carsare used in abig
way. This has led to the increased use of
petrol and diesel, which hasincreased air
pollution. To reduce pollution, we should
consume | ess of these petroleum products.
Public transport is more efficient in this
aspect as it carries more people with
minimum cost.
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Travelling safety

Road travel now-a-days has become
morerisky. Theroad accidents, deaths, and
injuriesaffect low incomefamiliesasmany
of those killed or injured tend to be
cyclists, pedestrians or pavement dwellers.
Accidents can occur not on roads alone.
There is risk involved in other-means of
transport too. In places\where roads and
railways cross (level cressing), there are
often gates to stop thevehicles while the

Fig 10.5 A train that climbs”
the mountains in Ooty

trainsare passing. Thesearecalledrailway
gates. However, if there are no such gates
at level crossings, itisimportant for people
and vehicles to stop and look in both the
directionsbeforecrossing therailway line.

Road Safety Week

Inthefirst week of every year, the Road
Transport departmentsall over the country
celebrate Road Safety Week. On this
occasion, they giveguidelinesto thepeople
tofollow traffic rules. The government-run
companies such as the Telangana State
Road Transport Corporation conduct
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awarenesscampaignsamong driversand give + Contact the nearest traffic police

them training to drive safely. They also go office or driving school in your
to schoolss, to organise essay writing, debate locality or a person who has a
and other competitions for students and driving licence. Find out about
encourage them to travel safely following how driversaretrained. Identify
traffic rules. Every person using thetransport the details of symbols & signs
system —roads, railwaysor airwaysand those displayed in the driving school
working in them are required to follow premises.

specific safety rules. This will reduce the ¢ Discuss the basic rules and
desths, injuries and other casualtiesthat occur regulations in using roads and
dueto transport. how to travel safely onroads. In

your classroom, display alist of
traffic rules& symbols.

Keywords :

1. Safety traveling 7. StateHighway

2. Roadways 8. Village/Rurd
roads

3. Airways 9. Urbanroads

4. Waterways 10. Border roads

5. Railways 11. TSRTC

_ 6. National Highway 12. Congestion
Fig 10.6 Visakhapatham port

| mproveyour learning

How isthetrangaort system essentia for producing agricultural goods?Illugtratewith examples.
How istheuse of busesdifferent fromtrains? —y
Why isitimpertant to providetransport facilitiesto villages?
Why do you think arewaterwaysimportant for acountry? %3,
How doesthetransport system become ameansof livelihood? W4C1T3
What will happenif thereisariseintransport cost for goods madein factories?1llustratewith an
example.

Writeafew doganson ‘ Prevention of road/rail accidents'.

8. Congestion and traffic blocksoccur dueto the use of vehiclesinabigway. What measuresdoyou
suggest to prevent this?

9. Draw outlinemap of Telangana State and locate Hyderabad.

Discussion: Organise ademonstration/discussion with the Police Inspector/Constableto the
studentson thetopic* Road accidents-preventive measures’.

o s PE

~

Project:
Interact with adriver and obtaininformation about the dangers and other aspectsof hisjob.
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