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To the west of India lies a large continent.On this continent, there are extensive

deserts, dense forests, long and broad rivers, numerous large lakes and grasslands
stretching over thousands of miles. There are certain wild animals which we do not
find in our country. The world’s largest gold and diamond mines are located here.
The name of this continent is Africa. Perhaps, you will be surprised to know that
Africa is the cradle of the humankind. Human beings first evolved in Africa and then

kmoved to other continents. y
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Fig 6.3 The city of Cairo by the River Nile
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+ Look for Africaon theworld map
and name the oceansthat surround
it. Which are its neighbouring
continents?

Africa- A Vast Plateau

L ook at the physical map of Africa. Do
you see any large plainsin the interior of
the continent? Only on the coast do wefind
anarrow plain? Therest of thecontinentis
avast plateau of varying height. Look for
thevalleysof theNileand the Congo. There
arealso several mountains on this plateau.
The highest peak in Africa is Mount
Kilimanjaroin Tanzania

Look at Map 1 and answer the
following questions:

¢+ What is the
average height
of the narrow
coastal plains? )

of thepl

% height of
igh plateaus

inthe south and
east of Africais

Mountains.
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Therearelong and narrow valleysinthe
high plateaus. Thereare severd largelakes
inthesevalleys.

¢ |dentify two lakesin Africaother
than Lake Victoriaand write down
their names.

+ Locate the following river
map of Africa. Use
the countries o

River Country Ocean




Thereisaregion in the north where no
rivers are to be seen. This is the Sahara
Desert which receivesvery scanty rainfall.
Thereisonly oneriver, Nile, which crosses
the Sahara Desert.

L ook for some of thelargelakesonthe
plateau. LakeVictoriaisthelargest [akein
Africa. It isone of the largest fresh water
lakesintheworld. TheNileoriginatesfrom
thislake.

The region where Nile has its source
receives such heavy rainfall that thereis
enough water to flow acrossthe desert into
the Mediterranean Sea. TheNileasoflows
through Egypt. Most of Egypt isadesert.

The Nile has helped civilizationsto
developinthisdesert. Egyptian civilization
is severa thousand years old. Thewaters
of theNilehavehelped toirrigate thefields
of Egypt for thousands.of years (look at
Map 3).

Map 2: Africa- Out line
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Climate

If you look at Africa on the globe you
will find that the Equator passes through
its middle. Thus, Africa is divided into
northern and southern parts.

¢ Try to recognise the Tropic of
Cancer on the wall map of Africa
and label Map 2. To the south of
the Equator is the Tropic of
Capricorn. Locate it and write its
name in the correct place on the

map.

+ Doesthe Equator passthroughthe
middle of any other continent?

Thezone between the Tropic of Cancer
and Tropic of Capricornisthehottest region
of the world. There is hardly any winter
here. This is aso known as the Tropical
region.

¢ Locate this zone on the map of
Africa, colour it and label it asthe
‘“Tropica Region’ . Colour thezone
north of the Tropic of Cancer and
south of the Tropic of Capricornin
different colours.

These zones — south and north of the
tropics experience summer as well as
winter. They are called ‘ Temperate
Regions'.

So far we have been talking only about
summer and winter. However, regionsthat
are hot but receive heavy rainfall have a
different climate from hot regionsthat get
scanty rainfall.
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Map 3: Distribution of
Rainfall in Africa

Map 4: Natural
Vegetation in Africa

Equatorial forests

Broad leaved trees and grass

Savanna

Soft grass of high plateau

M ountainous vegetation

Desert vegetation
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Regionswith Heavy Rainfall

A large part of Africa, on both sides of
the Equator, receivesheavy rainfall. Look
at the regions with heavy rainfall on Map
3. They arein Central and Western Africa
They have dense forests due to heavy
rainfall and warm climate.

Regionswith M oder ate and Scanty
Rainfall

L ook for regionswith moderaterainfall
in Map 3. It surrounds the zone of heavy
rainfall. In the region with moderate
rainfal, it rainsonly in the summer, whereas
it rainsthroughout the year inthe equatorial
regions.

Asin our country, dry and wet seasons
aredistinct in the zones of moderaterainfall
in Africa. Due to moderate rainfall; tall
grassesgrow inthisregion. In some places,
these grasses are so tall that even elephants
can hide in them! Some trees also grow
betweenthegrasses. Thisregionisknownas
the ‘Savanna’. Look.at thisregion in Map
4. Different kinds of wildanimasinhabit this
region. You will read about them | ater.

A very largepart of Africaisextremely
arid (dry), wherethe rainfall is scanty or
thereisnorainfal at al for several years.

+ Locatethesearid zonesin Map 3.

Almost half of the northern part of
Africais an arid region and is called the
Sahara desert. Thorny bushes and short
grasses grow in some parts of this desert.
In other parts, there are large stretches of
sand, bare hills and rocks, stones and
pebbles. In the south, thereisanother arid
region called the Kalahari Desert.
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Study Map 2 and 4 and answer:

¢ Zones of heavy rainfal have ......
vegetation.

¢ Zones of moderate rainfall have
..... Vegetation.

¢ Zones of scanty rainfall have .....
vegetation.

Pictures of different areas of Africa
have been shown in the beginning of the
chapter. Somewhere, there are dense
forests, in another ‘@rea, trees and grass
grow together, el sewherethere are grasses
and shrubs, andinstill other areas, thereis
no vegetationat all.

The Peopleof Africa

People with different languages,
lifestyles and habits live in different
regions of Africa. Since ancient times,
people havelivedin small tribes, carrying
out hunting gathering, anima husbandry and
agriculture. Hunters have inhabited the
equatorial regions and the deserts.
Pastoralistsinhabited the high plateausand
Savanna, grazing their animals on the
extensive grasslands. Agriculture haslong
been carried out on river banks aswell as
onthemarginsof forests. Thereare several
cities on the coasts where traders from
distant countries come to trade.

Fig 6.4
Boabab tree

Social Studies



Africa, Europeand Asia

For a long time, people from other
continents were largely ignorant about
Africa. Europeanswerefamiliar only with
thenorthern coastal regionsof Africawhile
theIndian and Arab tradersknew about the
eastern coast.

¢ Look at the world map and guess
how Europeanswould havereached
the northern coastal areas. How can
one reach Africa from Europe?
Which sea has to be crossed to
reach Africa?

Apart from these coastal areas, neither
the Europeansnor theIndian or Arab traders
had much knowledge about theinterior parts
of Africa.

About 500 years ago, Europeans began
their attempts to reach India by the'sea
routeby goingaround Africa. Traversingthe
Atlantic Ocean, they used to stopover onthe
idandsof . Madieraand Azores. They were
apprehensive about going south of these
idands. They thought it would be so hot
further south that the'sea would be boiling.
Then, in 1498, a'Portugese sailor named
Vasco daGamawent around thesoutherntip
of Africaandreached India

L ook at the map to answer these questions.

+ How can one reach India from
Africa? Which ocean has to be
crossed?

+ AreAsiaand Africaconnected by
land?

TheAfrican Coast

While studying Europe, you must have
noticed its broken coastline. You haveread
about the gulfsand bays of Europe. Try to
recall how these helped the Europeansin
their oceantravel.

+ Now look at theAfrican coast. Do
you seeabroken coast or asmooth
coastline?

+ Do you find many bays and gulfs
here, asin Europe?Nameabay and
agulf near Africafrom Map 6.

Initially, when Europeans tried to go
inland, many African tribes camein direct
conflict with them. Europeansindulgedin
unfair trade, tried to endlave the African
people and sold them abroad. They wanted
to establish their rule over Africa and
exploit its resources. Hence, the African
people resisted the efforts of foreigners
to establish themselvesin their land.

SlaveTrade

In the 16" century, many Europeans
began migrating to America and started
cultivation there. Therewas plenty of land

¥ inAmerica, but not enough peopleto work

" onthefields. Tofill the gap, thedavetrade

Fig 6.5 Cape of Good Hope in South Africa from Africabegan.

Free Distribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22 Africa 63



Africans
were captured
and enslaved
mainly fromthe
coastal areas of
Guinea as well
as  easterny’
Africa. The
captured people
were brought to
the coast and
sold to the
Europeans. In
exchangefor the slaves, the African tribal
leaders accepted guns, iron objects, liquor
and clothes,

Thedavesweregreatly oppressed. Many
of them died by the time they reached the
ports. The shipswere stuffed with o
There were no proper arrangemen
food or medicine. In those d

Fig 6.6 A Save

Map 5: European colonlesm Afr
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in 1913

| severd daystoreachAmerica Many daves

did not survive the journey due to illness

== andmalnutrition.

Evenin America, inhuman treatment was
meted out to them. Despite working hard,
they were not given proper food [\ ng
guarters. In this manner,

Africanswereendavedand

| SouthAmericaandthe an Ld(hs
of peopledied after t e dlaves.
In the 16" an uries, numerous
companies e@ed in dave trade.
Eventual adeended in the 19"

es were declared free
icain 1860.

Colonies

er, you had read that Europeans
reached Indiaby going around Africa
bsequently, these Europeans started
halting at African ports. Slowly the
Portuguese, Dutch,
English, French and
Germans gained a
footholdintheinterior and
colonized theseareas. The
political map of Africaat
the close of the 19
century isgiveninMap 5.
The regions colonized by
the European colonies
havebeenindicated onthis

+ Can you locate the
countries that
colonised Africaona

map of Europe?

¢+ Which European
countries colonized
Sudan and Zaire?

Ethiopia
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+ Canyou point out any areaof Africa
which was not colonised?

Along with attempts to build their
coloniesin Africa, the Europeanscontinued
to explore the interiors of the continent.
They travelled to the source of the Nilein
the north. Inthewes, they explored the entire
vdley of theNiger andinthesouth, they moved
northwardsfrom Cape Town. They explored
theregionaroundthe river Zambezi.

The Europeans exported African timber,
minerasetc. onavery largescaeto Europe.
In fact, the gold and diamond mines in
southern Africaare still under the control
of European companies. Zambia and
Zimbabwe have pricelessmines of copper.
This mineral has long been an important
export item.

The Europeans did not stop with
exporting the resources of Africa. They
established plantationsto grow tea, coffee,
rubber, tobacco etc. These products were
also exported to Europe:

Plantations in Nigeria

You may befond of eating chocolates.
They are made.of cocoa, which growsin
NigeriasTn southern Nigeria, apart from
cocoa, there are also rubber plantations.
Oil-bearing palmtreesare a so found there.
Oil isextracted fromitsfruit. Peoplereach
these forests after crossing the Niger by
boat to collect palm fruit. Earlier, all these
treeswerefound inwildforests. When the
demand for them increased, patches of
forest were cleared and these trees were
planted there. Cocoa, rubber, padmand pam
oil are being exported and this enables
Nigeriato earn foreign exchange.
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¢ | ocatethe areaswherethese crops
grown on the map of Nigeria (as

per map 4).

Plantations were started by the British
who were not satisfied with the quantity of
wild products collected from the forests.
They wanted to produce more and export
them.

Plantations made many things easy for
them. First of all, it wasno longer difficult
to gointotheforest and locate thetrees. It
was easytoleock after the trees since they
weregall intone place. Harvesting the
producebecame much easier. Therefore,
the production increased. Nigerian people
started working in these plantations, while
the Britishweretheir managers. Inthisway,
commercial agriculture of palm, cocoaand
rubber beganin Nigeria.

Not only this, a number of processing
unitswere also set up near plantations, such
as units to separate seed from the cocoa
fruit, to dry it, extract oil from palm fruit,
extract milk from rubber plantsand so on.

Most of the profit from trade of palm,
cocoa and rubber went to the British. The
Nigerian people worked there only as
agricultura labourers. Eveninindia, during
the British times, plantations of tea and
coffee were started for trade purposes.
Nigeria was under the British rule until
1960 when it won independence. After that,
the plantations and trade in plantation
products have gradually come under the
control of the Nigerians and they are able
to benefit from these.
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| ndependent Africa

During the last century, African
countries gained independence from the
control of European powers. New nations
came up with their own governments. Of
course, many Europeansarestill settledin
African countries. But slowly, the African
peopleareacquiring control over their land,
forests, mines, and agricultural production
and benefiting from them.

Mineralsof Africa

The continent is very rich in minerals
like coal, copper, tin etc. Besides, it is
perhaps the largest producer in the world
of precious minerals like gold and
diamonds. One of the main aims of
Europeans in Africa was to exploit these
resources by using servile labour of the
Africans. Many of these countriesandtheir
companies control most of themineral
resources of even theindependent African
countriestill date.

For example, mineral oil or petoleum
is the most important natural resource of
Nigeria. The Dutch companies established
control over theoil'mining and refiningin

Nigeria. Since 1958, mineral oil has been
exported from Nigeria. Oil refinerieshave
been set up at Harcourt and Vari port.

Thisindustry is mostly in the hands of
foreign companiesto thisday. TheNigerian
government has only asmall shareinthis
industry. Thisisthe same with many other
mineralsmined fromAfrica.

Theforiegn companiesdobringin new
technologies and investments into the
mining and processing.industries, thus
creating employmentforthelocal people.
However, they use cheap labour to make
huge profitswhich aretaken away fromthe
African people. Most of these companies
are also.careless about environmental
protection and have caused immense
damageto thenatura environment. Thishas
affected the quality of land and life of the
peopleadverdly.

¢ Familiarise yourself with the
countries of Africa, by colouring
and labelling- Map-7.

Keywords:

1. Colonies 2. Slave 3. Plateau
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Namethetwo large desertsof Africa.
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From Europe, which seadoesonehaveto crosstoreach northern Africa?
Satethréedifficultiesthat the Europeansfacedin reaching theinterior partsof Africa. | S

Two politica mapsof Africahave been giveninthe chapter. Comparethetwotofind =l
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EZ2Wall

out which European country controlled the present day countries of Nigeriaand

Zimbabwe.

5.  Nametwo countriesof Africawhere equatoria forestsarefound.
6. What goodsdid Europeanstrade with Africa? What kind of agricultural produce did they

promotefor trade purpose?

7. Who benefited from thedavetrade? Why did Americaneed daves?

©

How canyou say that the davetradeishighly heinous?

9. Readthelast paraof thislesson and comment onit.
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Map 6: Countriesof Africa

 NIGERIA 4
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Fird, label thismap withthehelp of Map 6. Then colour al the countrieswith different
colours. Take care not to colour two neighbouring countries with the same colour.

Map 7: Countriesof Africa




